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NOTES FROM THE BEENHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON 10th JANUARY 2022

VACANCIES FOR COUNCILLORS
John Steele has reluctantly decided to resign from the council, due to ill health. There are
now two vacancies on the Parish Council, leaving just 5 councillors.
We really need some more help on the council. At the moment we are just keeping things
going, but are unable to get involved in any plans for development of the facilities in
Beenham. If you would like to join us, please get in touch.

PUBLIC FORUM
A representative from BVE said that they are planning some activities for the Platinum
Jubilee, and asked if the Parish Council would be able to contribute to the costs. The PC
said that they would consider a detailed request for contributions.

PLANNING
The PC considered the following planning applications:
 21/02842/HOUSE The Clock House, Webbs Lane. First floor extension and loft

conversion. The PC asked the planning officers to review the size of the proposed
extension, and possible issues with overlooking neighbours’ gardens.

 21/03093/HOUSE 6 Mallard Way, Aldermaston Wharf. Garage conversion and
conservatory. No comment.

 21/03225/HOUSE The Hollies, Webbs Lane. Two storey rear and side extension, and
new access. No comment.

RECREATION GROUND
 Replacement of the fence around the playground is planned to be carried out in late

February.
 Following an inspection of the trees on the Rec quotations were received for the

recommended work (amounting to about £1,800). One of the lime trees is diseased,
and it was recommended that it should be pollarded down to a height of 5m. It was
decided to seek a second opinion from the WBC Tree Advisor.

 A number of the wooden posts adjacent to the road have been broken as they are
rotting at ground level. This will be kept under review, and replacement of the posts
maybe added to the Refurbishment Project.

PLATINUM JUBILEE BEACON
One of the nationwide events planned to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee will be the
lighting of beacons (or bonfires) on the evening of Thursday 2nd June (which is a Public
Holiday). The Parish Council would like to support a beacon/bonfire in Beenham, as
previously held at the Millennium and the Diamond Jubilee. If you (or your organisation)
would like to help with the bonfire then please get in touch.
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PC BUDGET FOR 2022-23
The budget for the year from April 2022 has to be agreed by the end of January, leading to
setting the Precept for next year. This is the sum that is collected by WBC with the Council
Tax.
A summary of the agreed budget is given below. The full budget will be available on the PC
website https://beenham-pc.gov.uk/documents/ . Total expenditure will be greater than
previous years due to major projects to refurbish the Recreation Ground, and
refurbishment to the Community Room toilets. An estimate has been made of the grants
which we may be able to obtain for the refurbishment projects: if we can get more grants
then the deficit will be reduced.
After some discussion the council decided to leave the Precept unchanged at £18,300, and
to fund the play area project from reserves.

Income

Precept £18,300

Hire charges £10,000

Misc income £24

Grants for play area £5,000

Funds from reserves for play area £15,256

TOTAL INCOME £48,580

Expenditure

Administation £7,196 inc. Clerk's salary

Community Room & School Hall £9,704 inc. Caretaker's salary and toilet refurb

Outside Assets

- Recreation Ground Refurb £20,256

- Grasscutting £1,550

- Litter and dog waste bins £2,500

- Other costs for outside assets £2,129

Grants £5,000

TOTAL EXPENDITURE £48,335

Budget surplus £245

SUMMARY OF PC BUDGET FOR 2022-23

FINANCE
 A grant of £400 was agreed to Beenham WI. Thank you to the WI for continuing with

their litter picking through the pandemic (when allowed).

 A grant of £5,000 has been received from WBC for the Recreation Ground
Refurbishment.
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The next Parish Council meeting will be held in the Community Room on Monday 7th

February, starting at 7.00pm. All parishioners are welcome to attend.

Full details of the Councillors are on the website at beenham-pc.gov.uk/councillors/ .
All correspondence to the council should be addressed to the Parish Clerk.

Parish Clerk: Jennie Currie Tel: 01635 580190
Email: clerk@beenham-pc.gov.uk

CR Bookings: Paula Read Tel: 07793116937
Email: info@beenhampreschool.org

New Parish Council website: www.beenham-pc.gov.uk
Beenham Community Website: https://www.beenhamonline.org/


